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Dear Students and Parents,

The Green Lake Global and Environmental Academy will begin taking applications on January 21, 2009.  You may apply to the Academy online at http://www.greenlakeacademy.us or by stopping in the school office and filling out an application.  The Academy will be accepting 10 eighth grade students and 10 seventh grade students for fall 2009. There is currently only one slot available for eighth grade and 10 slots available for seventh grade.  Applications are due by March 1, 2009.  If more students apply than slots in the school, a lottery will be held in March to determine the enrollment. 
The Green Lake Global and Environmental Academy is an environmentally focused school for seventh and eighth grade students, which include both regular education students and students with special needs. The Green Lake Global and Environmental Academy students’ needs are met through standards-based, interdisciplinary, integrated instruction in a multiple year classroom, with the environment, specifically Green Lake serving as the tool through which all subjects are taught. 
A key component of the school is ten field experience days. During these days students will be involved in hands-on learning and “real-world” problems.  These days may consist of wetland restoration, working with college students to identify plant and wildlife, using technology to monitor water quality, helping a sister school in another country solve a world problem, or working with professionals in the environmental field. When learning is directly related to a real-world problem students no longer have to ask, “Is this going to be on the test?” and “Why do I have to learn this?”  Experiential learning is essential for students to broaden their vision of the world and their role in it.  It helps students to see what they are doing in the classroom is real and has value. Students in the Green Lake Global and Environmental Academy learn how to learn.
Students attend class in the Green Lake Global and Environmental Learning Center. The Center is located within the current Green Lake School.  Unlike a typical schedule, the teachers will move, not the students. This will allow the students to have a learning center to work on long term projects and keep their day more fluid. This will also give students access to state-of-the-art technology and equipment.  The center is equipped with a SmartBoard, individual wireless notebook PCs for all students, audio and video podcasting equipment, digital cameras, digital video recorders, a calculator-based laboratory system, Global Positioning System equipment (GPS), and digital microscopes.

If you have any further questions about the Academy please call Deb Kneser at 920.294.6411 or email at kneserd@glsd.k12.wi.us.  I would also encourage you to speak to students that are currently enrolled in the school.  The students are excited and view the school as a “huge” success!
Respectfully,

Deb Kneser

Green Lake School Curriculum Coordinator
The Green Lake Global and Environmental Academy will develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who become active, global citizens and responsible stewards of our World.


